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In Uzbekistan and Tadjikistan the veil, behind which
women were commanded to hide themselves from the world,
had degenerated into an appalling horsehair net or cage;
black, hot, and foul, shutting the wearer off effectually
from the world of men and from the light of the sun.

The Tsarist Government brought no relief to woman-
hood, rather it added the fresh indignity of national
subjugation. Universities and secondary schools in the
native tongue were strictly prohibited. National an-
tipathies were fanned into national hate.

With one stroke of the pen the Soviet Government swept
away all legal hindrance to Eastern women's liberation.
Lenin proclaimed political, economic, and cultural liberty,
and began at once the task of translating into act the
freedom which existed on the Statute Book.

It was an uphill fight all along the line, especially in
Central Asia; and not until 1925, when the scattered
peoples were finally gathered into the Soviet Union, did
liberty for women begin to take concrete form. Enslaved
in their own households, Eastern women had long to wait
for their release, and when it came it was often purchased
at great cost and suffering. Tsainet Khesmitova, when
almost a child, left her aged husband and fled to the Reds.
The man procured her capture, beat her black and blue,
cut out her tongue, and buried her, still living, up to the
head in the ground. Found by the Reds, she was rescued.
Today she lives, appallingly crippled and mutilated, in a
Moscow hospital. " When I am in Moscow and visit
her", said the woman President of the City Soviet of
Tashkent, " I am ill for at least three days afterwards/5

The Soviet Government proceeded to prohibit compul-
sory marriage, child marriage, marriage by capture, and
the sale of women, fixing the age of consent in the East at
sixteen, a half-way house to the eighteen years which is
legal in Soviet Russia.

Propaganda amongst Eastern women was carried on by
Russian women with the utmost difficulty and with the
aid of new methods: women's clubs, Red Corners, Red